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Aruba’s ONLY English newspaper 
US begins offering 1B free COVID tests, but many more needed 


WASHINGTON (AP) — For 
the first time, People across 
the U.S. canlog on to a gov- 
ernment website and order 
free, at-home COVID-19 
tests. But the White House 
push may do little to ease 
the omicron surge, and ex- 
perts say Washington will 
have to do a lot more fo fix 
the country's long-troubled 
testing system. 

The website, COVIDTests. 
gov, allows people to or- 
der four at-home tests per 
household, regardless of 
citizenship status, and have 
them delivered by mail. But 
the tests won't arrive for 
seven to 12 days, after omi- 
cron cases are expected 
to peak in many parts of 
the country. 

The White House also an- 
nounced Wednesday that 
it will begin making 400 mil- 
lion N95 masks available 


for free at pharmacies and 
community health cent- 
ers. Both initiatives repre- 
sent the kind of mass gov- 
ernment investments long 
seen in parts of Europe and 
Asia, but delayed in the U.S. 
Experts say the plan to dis- 
tribute 1 billion tests is a 
good first step, but it must 
become a regular part of 
the pandemic response. 
In the same way that it has 
made vaccines free and 
plentiful, the government 
must use its purchasing 
power to assure a steady 
test supply, they say. 

"The playbook for rapid 
tests should look exactly like 
the playbook for vaccines," 
said Zoe McLaren, a health 
economist at the Univer- 
sity Maryland. "They're both 
things that help keep cases 
down and help keep COV- 
ID under control." 
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omicron-triggered rush to 
get tested. Since last week, 
insurance companies have 
been required to cover the 


A home test two-pack 
commonly sells for more 
than $20 at the store — if 
you can find one, amid the 
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The government website's 
limit of four tests may not 
go very far in some house- 
holds. 

Kristen Keymont, 30, is a 
voice and piano teacher 
who teaches online and 


shares a house in lpswich, 
Massachusetts, with her 
partner and two. other 


people. When one of her 
housemates tested positive 
just before Christmas, she 
and her partner spent $275 
buying more than a dozen 
tests. 

"One test each is nice, | 
guess," she said. "I'm glad 
we have them, but we're 
still going to need to buy 
more if one of us gets ex- 
posed." 

It would be better, she said, 
if requests were linked to 
each person rather than 
each residential address. 
Also, some people who live 
in buildings with multiple 
units had their requests 
for tests rejected, with the 
website saying tests had 
already been ordered for 


that address. As those com- 
plaints surfaced on social 
media, people began shar- 
ing advice on how to enter 
apartment or unit numbers 
in a way that the website 
would accept them. 

The U.S. bungled its initial 
rollout of government- 
made COVID-19 tests in 
the early days of the out- 
break and has never re- 
ally gotten back on track. 
While private companies 
are now producing more 
than 250 million at-home 
tests per month, that is still 
not enough to allow most 
Americans to frequently 
test themselves. 

The Biden administration 
focused most of its early 
COVID-19 efforts on rolling 
out vaccines. As infections 
fell last spring, demand for 
testing plummeted and 
many manufacturers be- 
gan shutting down plants. 
Only in September — after 
the delta surge was in full 
swing — did the Biden ad- 
ministration announce its 
first federal contracts de- 


signed to jump-start home 
test production. 

Countries like Britain and 
Germany purchased and 
distributed billions of the 
tests soon after they be- 
came available last year. 
"If you leave the manvu- 
facturers to their own de- 
vices, they're just going to 
respond to what's happen- 
ing right now," said Dr. Amy 
Karger, a testing special- 
ist at the University of Min- 
nesota Medical School. 
"And then there's not a lot 
of bandwidth if something 
surprising happens, as it did 


with omicron." Even. with 
government _ intervention, 
the U.S. faces a massive 


testing load because of its 
population, which is five 
times larger than Britain's. 
The U.S. would need 2.3 
billion tests per month for 
all teens and adults to 
test themselves twice per 
week. That's more than 
double the number of at- 
home tests the administra- 
tion plans to distribute over 
several months. 


Dr. David Michaels, a for- 
mer member of President 
Joe Biden's COVID-19 advi- 
sory board, said the admin- 
istration will probably need 
to request more federal 
money to fund testing for 
years to come. 

"Congress was willing to 
put trillions of dollars into 
infrastructure primarily to 
improve transportation. 
This is infrastructure," said 
Michaels, a public health 
professor at George Wash- 
ington University. "We need 
billions more in testing to 
save lives and maintain the 
economy." 

For now, testing will proba- 
bly continue to be strained. 
And even the most bull- 
ish proponents say the U.S. 
will have to carefully weigh 
where home. tests can 
have the greatest benefit 
— for instance, by dispens- 
ing them to those most vul- 
nerable to the virus. 

"The fact is we just don't 
have that kind of mass test- 
ing capacity in the U.S." 
said Dr. Michael Mina, chief 


science officer for home 
testing service eMed, who 
once called for using billions 
of tests per month to crush 
the pandemic. "We should 
now be thinking about how 
to use these tests in a strate- 
gic way. We don't want to 
just dilute them out across 
the population." Mina was 
until recently a professor at 
Harvard and has informally 
advised federal officials on 
testing. 

Mina and others acknowl- 
edge widespread use of 
rapid tests is not without 
its downsides. Results from 
at-home tests are seldom 
reported to health authori- 
ties, giving an imperfect 
picture of the spread and 
size of the pandemic. 

More than 2 million test re- 
sults a day are being report- 
ed to U.S. health officials, 
but nearly all of them come 
from laboratory-processed 
tests. Some researchers es- 
timate the real number of 
daily tests is roughly 5 mil- 
lion, when accounting for 
at-home ones.L) 


By MIKE STOBBE Associ- 
ated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — A new 
study in two states that 
compares coronavirus 
protection from prior infec- 
tion and vaccination con- 
cludes getting the shots is 
still the safest way to pre- 
vent COVID-19. 

The study examined infec- 
tions in New York and Calli- 
fornia last summer and fall 
and found people who 
were both vaccinated 
and had survived a prior 
bout of COVID-19 had the 
most protection. 

But unvaccinated peo- 
ple with a prior infection 
were a close second. By 
fall, when the more con- 
tagious delta variant had 
taken over but boosters 
weren't yet widespread, 
those people had lower di- 
agnoses than vaccinated 


7 2 


Prior infection, vaccines 


people who had no past 
infection. 

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 
which released the study 
Wednesday, noted sever- 
al caveats to the research. 
And some outside experts 
were cautious of the find- 
ings and wary of how they 
might be interpreted. 

"The bottom line message 
is that from symptomatic 
COVID infection you do 
generate some immunity,” 
said immunologist E. John 
Wherry of the University of 
Pennsylvania. ‘But it's’ still 
much safer to get your im- 
munity from vaccination 
than from infection." 
Vaccination has _ long 
been urged even after a 
prior case of COVID-19 
because both kinds of pro- 
tection eventually wane 
— and there are too many 


provide best protection from COVID 


unknowns to rely only on a 
past infection, especially a 
long-ago one, added im- 
munologist Ali Ellebedy at 
Washington University in St. 
Louis. 'There are so many 
variables you cannot con- 
trol that you just cannot 
use it as a way fo say, ‘Oh, 
I'm infected then | am pro- 
tected," Ellebedy said. 

The research does fall in 
line with a small cluster of 
studies that found unvac- 
cinated people people 
with a previous infection 
had lower risks of COVID 
diagnosis or illness than 
vaccinated people who 
were never before infect- 


ed. 
The findings do seem 
plausible, said Christine 


Petersen, a University of 
lowa epidemiologist. She 
said a vaccine developed 
against an earlier form of 
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the coronavirus is likely to 
become less and less ef- 
fective against newer, mu- 
tated versions. 

However, she and other 
experts said, there are a 
number of possible other 
factors at play, including 
whether the vaccine's ef- 
fectiveness simply faded 
over time in many people 
and to what extent mask 
wearing and other behav- 
iors played a part in what 
happened. 

CDC officials noted the 
study was done before the 
omicron variant took over 
and before many Ameri- 
cans received booster 
doses, and so it's not clear 
what impact boosters 
might have. The analy- 
sis also did not address 
the risk of severe illness or 
death from COVID-19. 

The study authors conclud- 
ed vaccination "remains 
the safest strategy" to pre- 
vent infections and “all 
eligible persons should be 
up to date with COVID-19 
vaccination." 

The researchers looked at 
infections in California and 
New York, which together 
account for about 18% of 
the U.S. population. They 


also looked at COVID-19 
hospitalizations in Califor- 
nia. 

Overall, about 70% of the 
adults in each state were 
vaccinated; another 5% 
were vaccinated and had 
a previous infection. A little 
under 20% weren't vac- 
cinated; and roughly 5% 
were unvaccinated but 
had a past infection. 

The researchers looked at 
COVID-19 cases from the 
end of last May until mid- 
November, and calculat- 
ed how often new infec- 
tions happened in each 
group. 

Compared with unvacci- 
nated people who hadn't 
been diagnosed with CO- 
VID-19, case rates were: 
— 6-fold lower in California 
and 4.5-fold lower in New 
York in those who were 
vaccinated but not previ- 
ously infected. 

— 29-fold lower in Califor- 
nia and 15-fold lower in 
New York those who had 
been infected but never 
vaccinated. 

— 32.5-fold lower in Calli- 
fornia and 20-fold lower 
in New York in those who 
had been infected and 
vaccinated.L) 


U. S. N EWS [AS ony 20 JANUARY 2022 


3 cops face complex federal trial i in | George Floyd's death 


By AMY FORLITI 

Associated Press 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — The 
federal trial for three for- 
mer Minneapolis police of- 
ficers who were with Derek 
Chauvin when he pinned 
George Floyd to the street 
is expected to be complex 
as prosecutors try to prove 
each officer willingly violat- 
ed the Black man's consti- 
tutional rights. 

Jury selection begins Thurs- 
day in the federal case 
against J. Kueng, Thomas 
Lane and Tou Thao, who 
also face a state trial later 
this year on counts of aid- 
ing and abetting both mur- 
der and manslaughter in 
Floyd's death. 

In the federal case, alll 
three are broadly charged 
with depriving Floyd of his 
civil rights while acting un- 
der "color of law," or gov- 
ernment authority. Legal 
experts say it will be more 
complicated than the state 
trial because prosecutors 
have the difficult task of 
proving they willfully vio- 
lated Floyd's constitutional 
rights — unreasonably seiz- 
ing him and depriving him 
of liberty without due pro- 
cess. 

"In the state case, they're 
charged with what they 
did. That they aided and 
abetted Chauvin in some 
way. In the federal case, 
they're charged with what 
they didn't do -- and that's 
an important distinction. It's 


a different kind of account- 
ability," said Mark Osler, a 
former federal prosecutor 
and professor at the Univer- 
sity of St. Thomas School of 
Law. 

While the state would try to 
prove the officers helped 
Chauvin commit murder 
or manslaughter, federal 
prosecutors must show that 
they failed to intervene. As 
Phil Turner, another former 
federal prosecutor, put it, 
prosecutors must show the 
officers should have done 
something to stop Chauvin, 
rather than show they did 
something directly to Floyd. 
Floyd, 46, died on May 25, 
2020, after Chauvin pinned 
him to the ground with his 
knee on Floyd's neck for 9 
1/2 minutes while Floyd was 
facedown, handcuffed 
and gasping for air. Kueng 
knelt on Floyd's back and 


Lane held down his legs. 
Thao kept bystanders from 
intervening. 

Chauvin was convicted in 
April on state charges of 
murder and manslaughter 
and is serving a 22'4-year 
sentence. In December, he 
pleaded guilty to a federal 
count of violating Floyd's 
rights. 

Federal prosecutions of of- 
ficers involved in on-duty 
killings are rare. Prosecutors 
face a high legal standard 
to show that an officer will- 
fully deprived someone of 
their constitutional rights, in- 
cluding the right to be free 
from unreasonable seizures 
or the use of unreasonable 
force; an accident, bad 
judgment or negligence 
isn't enough to support fed- 
eral charges. 

Essentially, prosecutors 
must prove that the officers 


knew what they were do- 
ing was wrong, but did it 
anyway. 

Kueng, Lane and Thao are 
all charged with willfully de- 
priving Floyd of the right to 
be free from an officer's de- 
liberate indifference to his 
medical needs. The indict- 
ment says the three men 
saw Floyd clearly needed 
medical care and failed to 
aid him. 

Thao and Kueng are also 
charged with a second 
count alleging they will- 
fully violated Floyd's right 
to be free from unreason- 
able seizure by not stop- 
ping Chauvin as he knelt 
on Floyd's neck. It's not 
clear why Lane is not men- 
tioned in that count, but 
evidence shows he asked 
twice whether Floyd should 
be rolled on his side. 

Both counts allege the of- 


ficers' actions resulted in 
Floyd's death. 

Federal civil rights viola- 
tions that result in death 
are punishable by up fo life 
iN prison or even death, but 
those stiff sentences are 
extremely rare and federal 
sentencing guidelines rely 
on complicated formulas 
that indicate the officers 
would get much less if con- 
victed. 

John Baker, a former de- 
fense attorney and profes- 
sor at St. Cloud State Uni- 
versity, said each officer 
has good defense argu- 
ments available. Baker said 
Chauvin was a senior offi- 
cer and Lane and Kueng, 
who were new to the job, 
can argue they were doing 
what they were told to do. 
Baker said Thao can say 
he was just trying to keep 
other people from getting 
involved. 

"The question is: Did they 
do enough and _ should 
they have stopped Derek 
Chauvin from doing what 
he was doing?" Baker said. 
It's not known whether any 
of the three officers will tes- 
tify. Baker said he would 
advise them not to, be- 
cause their testimony could 
be used against them in a 
state trial. But Osler thinks at 
least some of them might 
take the stand, saying po- 
lice officers make some of 
the best witnesses because 
they are trained on how to 
testify. L) 


1st for Louisiana: Drug-resistant fungus found at hospital 


NEW ORLEANS (AP) — A 
hospital in New Orleans 
says it has identified two 
patients infected with a 
rare, drug-resistant fungus 
— the first time it's been 
found in Louisiana. 
Candida auris has already 
been found in Washington, 
D.C., and at least 20 other 
states including Georgia, 
Florida and Texas, accord- 
ing to the Centers for Dis- 
ease Control and Preven- 
tion. 

The fungus is a harmful form 
of yeast that can be resis- 
tant to the most common 
antifungal drugs. 

The CDC considers it an 
emerging global threat 
and says it is especially 


dangerous to hospital and 
nursing home patients with 
serious medical problems. 
Although the patients at 
University Medical Center 
are the first known in Loui- 
siana, other undetected 
cases are likely, Dr. Nirav 
Patel, chief medical officer 
told The’ Times-Picayune 
/ The New Orleans Advo- 
cate. 

"This bug could have been 
here in Louisiana for quite 
some time," he said, noting 
outbreaks in Florida, where 
135 cases have been re- 
ported, and Texas, with 30. 
More than 1,100 cases had 
been diagnosed nation- 
wide as of Aug. 21, accord- 
ing to the CDC. California 


had reported 245 cases, llli- 
nois 243, New York 235, and 
New Jersey 70. 

The CDC says people ap- 
parently most aft risk are 
those who have been in a 
health care facility a long 
time and have a line or 
tube into the body, such 
as a breathing tube, feed- 
ing tube or central venous 
catheter. 

It can cause infections 
in the bloodstream or in 
wounds. 

The hospital, citing patient 
privacy, did not answer 
the newspaper's questions 
about whether its infected 
patients had recently been 
transfered from other 
health care centers, when 


the infections were identi- 
fied or whether the patients 
had a history of internation- 
al travel. 

But it's likely more cases will 
follow, said Dr. Alfred Luk, 
medical director of trans- 
plant infectious diseases at 
Tulane University School of 
Medicine. 

"| know everyone is exhaust- 
ed from alarmist news, but 
I'm really concerned about 
it," Luk said. "Usually when 
we find this ... | equate it to 
the tip of the iceberg." 

The fungus can spread eas- 
ily in settings such as nursing 
homes and hospitals be- 
cause it can survive on skin 
and other surfaces. It's likely 
been brewing on surfaces 


and people for some time, 
Luk said. 

Health experts said the risk 
is low for healthy patients 
but those who are immu- 
nocompromised can face 
severe complications. — It 
has killed 30% to 60% of in- 
fected people, but many 
of them "had other serious 
illnesses that also increased 
their risk of death," accord- 
ing to the CDC website. 
The yeast was first identified 
in a Japanese patient's ear 
infection in 2009, and was 
given the species name 
auris, meaning "ear." In 
2016, the U.S. announced 
13 known cases within the 
country, the first dating 
from 2013.2) 
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Colorado coal town grapples with future as plant shuts down 


By PATTY NIEBERG Associat- 
ed Press/Report for Ameri- 
ca 

CRAIG, Colorado (AP) — In 
a quiet valley tucked away 
from Colorado's bustling ski 
resorts, far from his home- 
town in northern Mexico, 
Trinidad Loya found a way 
to support his family's Amer- 
ican dream: Coal. 

He, his son and grandson 
— all named Trinidad Loya 
—worked for the coal plant 
in Craig, Colorado, with the 
eldest Loya starting more 
than 30 years ago. The 
plant currently employs 180 
people, paying higher sala- 
ries and bringing far more 
job security than most other 
jobs in the area. 
But that's alll 

change. 

The coal plant is closing, 
along with the mine that 
feeds it and has nearly 115 
more employees, and all 
the workers will lose their 
jobs over the next decade, 
according to Tri-State Gen- 
eration and Transmission 
Association Inc. which par- 
tially owns and operates 
the Craig Station. 

That will mean a tough 
transition for the Loyas 
and other workers who've 
made a life in Craig, a ru- 
ral town with a population 
9,000 that draws elk hunters 
from around the world to its 
scenic surroundings. 

"A power plant job, espe- 
cially in a rural community 
like Craig -- those are what 
| call cradle to grave jobs," 
said Richard  Meéisinger, 
business manager of the 
111 chapter of Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers union which 
represents the  bargain- 
ing unit at the Craig plant 
and nearly 4,200 members 
across Colorado and Wyo- 
ming. "People hire on there 
when they're young antici- 
pating that they are going 
to work at that power plant 
there their entire workable 
lifespan." 

The same scenario is play- 
ing out in other small towns 
across the U.S. After de- 
cades of relying on coal for 
their workforce, tax base 
and way of life, the towns 
face uncertain futures as 
new state and national 
legislation forces the retire- 
ment of fossil fuels because 


about to 
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of the worsening effects 
of human-caused climate 
change. Only a few towns 
have a viable plan to tran- 
sition to cleaner energy, 
like one in Wyoming cho- 
sen for a Bill Gates-backed 
nuclear power plant. 

The impact spreads be- 
yond the plants workers 
and is felt by the rest of the 
community, too. In Craig, 
much of the infrastructure 
of the county is supported 
by the coal plant workers, 
who make an average of 
$100,000 a year, compared 
with a $40,000 average sal- 
ary across the county. 
Now, some workers will re- 
tire, while others, like the 
younger Loyas, must find 
a new way to support their 
families, and possibly leave 
Craig behind. 

On Monday, the youngest 
Loya, started an appren- 
ticeship position at anoth- 
er Tri-State owned facility 
across the state in Pueblo 
— some 300 miles (483 ki- 
lometers) away from Craig 
where he lives with his wife 
and two children, ages 7 
and 3. When he's not work- 
ing as a sub-station tech- 
nician there, he plans on 
making the five-hour drive 
to come home and see his 
family. He took a pay cut 
for the position. 

He's holding out hope a job 
opens at the Craig plant 
due to job movement with- 
in the plant. In the mean- 
time, he'll stay with a sister 
in Pueblo and hope for the 
best. 

"It felt right to our family at 


the time," Loya said. 


Craig sits in the heart of 
Colorado's western front, 
only 40 miles (64 kilometers) 
from the popular Steam- 
boat Springs ski area. 

Cows and lambs graze on 
farmlands. Creeks stream 
out of the nearby rivers. 
Deer traverse downtown 
Craig at night, munch- 
ing on grass and curiously 
peeking around closed 
storefronts and offices. The 
rural escape is why many of 
those who grow up in Craig 
choose to stay. 

In winter months, the town, 
known as the elk hunting 
capital of the world, houses 
thousands of hunter groups 
donned in camouflage 
and bright orange who 
come to the area in search 
of game. Tens of thousands 
of hunters stay in the town's 
hotels and frequent the lo- 
cal restaurants. According 
to a Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife report, the hunting 
industry brought $136 mil- 
lion to northwest Colorado 
in 2017. 

Moffat County is made up 
of millions of acres of pub- 
lic lands, and its mineral 
deposits of high-volatility 
and low-sulfur coal brought 
the industry to town and 
sustained families for de- 
cades. 

The town has reinvented it- 
self before. 

What was once a last stop 
on the Denver and Salt 
Lake Railway which al- 
lowed for nationwide ag- 
ricultural exports like wool, 


soon the area became a 
money-maker for the oil 
industry and then a source 
of uranium. The oil fields 
and uranium mills left Craig 
by the 1960s as demands 
changed, but by the 1970s, 
coal was king in Colorado 
with companies buying 
up mines and others like 
Colorado-Ute Electric As- 
sociation purchasing lands 
to build a power plant. This 
would eventually become 
the Craig Station. 

Now, the town is changing 
again. 

The owners of the Craig 
Station decided to close 
the 1,285-megawatt, three- 
unit plant over a ten-year 
period. Unit 1 and 2, owned 
by PacifiCorp, Platte River 
Power Authority, Salt River 
Project, Tri-State Genera- 
tion and Transmission As- 
sociation and Xcel Energy, 
are set to close in 2025 and 
2028. Unit 3, solely owned 
by Tri-State, will retire by 
2030. As the coal industry 
goes, so will nearly half of 
Moffat County's gross do- 
mestic product, Peterson 
said. It could affect services 
like healthcare, fire depart- 
ments, infrastructure and 
upkeep for neighborhoods 
and roadways. 

According to Ray Beck, for- 
mer Moffat County com- 
missioner and mayor of 
Craig, the county's biggest 
source of revenue is prop- 
erty tax. Moffat County's 
2020 assessed value was 
nearly $430 million with 62% 
coming from the top 10 
taxpayers, all energy-relat- 


ed businesses. 

"We can't recover 
that," Beck said. 

A scenario put together by 
the Moffat County assessor 
found that the economic 
situation would only get 
worse as the plant's three 
units shut down over time. 
According to the forecast, 
in 10 years when the entire 
powerplant shuts down, 
it would take 65 Super 
Walmarts and 93 Hamp- 
ton Inns to replace the as- 
sessed value, Beck said. 
The loss of coal jobs in a 
community like Craig also 
will hurt small businesses 
whose customers are pri- 
marily coal workers and 
have disposable income, 
said Jennifer Holloway, 
executive director of the 
Craig Chamber of Com- 
merce. 

That's bad news for Gino's 
Pizzeria, the West Twin Cin- 
ema and Thunder Rolls 
Bowling Center. 

When discussions about the 
end of coal began, many 
in the town were in denial 
and some thought the de- 
cision would waver with the 
political winds. 

But that hasn't happened, 
and people are now fac- 
ing the reality of the loss of 
their way of life. 

"We're taking people who 
generationally have been 
taught that they are the 
heroes in this story and 
suddenly they don't dif- 
ferentiate between coal 
is bad and they are bad," 
said Sasha Nelson, execu- 
tive director of workforce 
education and economic 
development at Colorado 
Northwestern Community 
College in Craig. "That is the 
message that we're send- 
ing to some extent and 
that's a hard one for proud 
people, for hard-working 
people, people who strug- 
gled, to be receiving. And 
there's a lot of resistance 
and pushback." 


from 


Tim Osborn, the power 
plant manager, estimates 
that they'll lose another 10 
or so workers in 2022. 

"| forecasted all the way 
out to 2029 and we should 
have about 100 people 
here — if they're all here 
in 2029 — that are age 55 
and up," Osborn said. L) 


By JON GAMBRELL Associ- 
ated Press 

DUBAI, United Arab Emir- 
ates (AP) — Maoajor inter- 
national airlines canceled 
flights heading to the U.S. 
or changed the planes 
they're using Wednesday, 
the latest complication in 
a dispute over concerns 
that new 5G mobile phone 
service could interfere with 
aircraft technology. 
Carriers took widely dif- 
ferent approaches to the 
brewing crisis affecting 
international travel, from 
Middle Eastern airline Emir- 
ates drastically reducing 
its U.S.-bound flights to Air 
France saying it would fly 
as normal. 

It wasn't immediately clear 
why the airlines made those 
decisions or whether 
they took into account that 
mobile carriers AT&T and 
Verizon agreed this week 
to pause the rollout of the 
new high-speed _ wireless 
service near key airports. 
U.S. officials had said that 
even with the conces- 
sion, there could be some 
cancellations and delays 
because of limitations of 
equipment on certain 
planes. Some airlines said 
Wednesday they received 
warnings from the U.S. Fed- 
eral Aviation Administration 
or Boeing that the plane 
maker's 777 was particu- 
larly affected by the new 
wireless service. 

It was also not clear how 
disruptive the cancella- 
tions would be. Several air- 
lines said they would try to 
merely use different planes 
to maintain their schedules. 


Similar mobile networks 
have been deployed in 
dozens of other countries 
— but there are some key 
differences in how the USS. 
network works that could 
make it more likely to cause 
problems for airlines. 

The new 5G network uses 
a segment of the radio 
spectrum that is close to 
that used by radio altim- 
eters, which measure the 
height of aircraft above 
the ground and help pilots 
land in low visibility. The U.S. 
Federal Communications 
Commission, which sets a 
buffer between the fre- 
quency that 5G uses and 
the one that altimeters use, 
determined that it could 
be used safely in the vicin- 
ity of air traffic. 

AT&I and Verizon have said 
their equipment will not in- 
terfere with aircraft elec- 
tronics. 

But FAA officials saw a 
potential problem, and 
the telecom companies 
agreed to a pause Tuesday 
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while it is addressed. 

On Wednesday, Emirates 
announced it would halt 
flights to several American 
cities due to "operational 
concerns associated with 
the planned deployment 
of 5G mobile network ser- 
vices in the U.S. at certain 
airports." It said it would 
continue flights to Los An- 
geles, New York and Wash- 
ington. 

"We are working closely 
with aircraft manufacturers 
and the relevant authori- 
ties to alleviate operational 
concerns, and we hope to 
resume our U.S. services as 
soon as possible," the state- 
owned airline said. 

Tim Clark, president of Emir- 
ates, pulled no punches 
when discussing the issue. 
He told CNN it was "one of 
the most delinquent, utterly 
irresponsible" situations he'd 
ever seen as it involved a 
failure by government, sci- 
ence and industry. 

Of particular concern ap- 
pears to be the Boeing 


777. Emirates only flies that 
model and the Airbus A380 
jumbo jet — and it was 
among one of the most af- 
fected airlines. 

Japan's All Nippon Airways 
said that the FAA "has in- 
dicated that radio waves 
from the 5G wireless service 
may interfere with aircraft 
altimeters." It added that 
Boeing announced restric- 
tions on airlines flying its 
777s, and said it canceled 
20 flights over the issue to 
cities such as Chicago, Los 
Angeles and New York. 
Japan Airlines similarly said 
that it had been informed 
there could be_ interfer- 
ence with the 777. 

It said it will stop using the 
model in the continen- 
tal U.S. for now. Eight of 
its flights were affected 
Wednesday. Taiwan's EVA 
Air also said the FAA spe- 
cifically said 777s may be 
affected, but it did not spell 
out how it would adjust its 
schedule. 
But Air 


France said _ it 


change flights to US over 5G dispute 


planned to continue fly- 
ing its 777s into American 
airports. It did not explain 
why it didn't change its air- 
craft as many other carriers 
have. 

In a statement, Chicago- 
based Boeing Co. said it 
would work with airlines, 
the FAA and others to find 
a solution that would allow 
all planes to fly safely as 5G 
is rolled out. It did not re- 
spond questions about its 
777. 

Air India also announced 
on Twitter it would cancel 
flights to Chicago, Newark, 
New York and San Francis- 
co because of the 5G issue. 
But it also said it would try 
to use other aircraft on U.S. 
routes — a course several 
other airlines took. 

Korean Air, Hong Kong's 
Cathay Pacific and Aus- 
trian Airlines said they sub- 
stituted different planes 
for flights that were sched- 
uled to use 777s. Korean Air 
spokeswoman Jill Chung 
said the airline was also 
avoiding operating some 
kinds of 747s at affected 
airports. Germany's — Luf- 
thansa also swapped out 
one kind of 747 for another 
on some U.S.-bound flights. 
British Airways canceled 
several planned U.S.- 
bound Boeing 777 flights 
and changed aircraft on 
others. 

The FAA has said it will allow 
planes with accurate, reli- 
able altimeters to operate 
around high-power 5G. But 
planes with older altimeters 
will not be allowed to make 
landings under low-visibility 
conditions.L) 


WARSAW, Poland (AP) 
— Doctors and medical 
workers in Poland fear the 
country's health care sys- 
tem may not be able to 
cope with the latest surge 
of COVID-19 infections. 

More than 30,000 new 
cases in 24 hours were re- 
ported Wednesday in this 
nation of 38 million peo- 
ple and health authorities 
are expecting the figure 
to almost double in the 
next week, reflecting the 
spread of the highly con- 
tagious omicron variant. 


Poland has about 31,000 
hospital beds for COVID-19 
patients, and the current 
infection rate poses a 
"great risk to the efficiency 
of the health care system," 


Health Minister Adam 
Niedzielski said. 
Medical staff are ex- 


hausted and overworked 
and stress that dedicated 
hospital beds and equip- 
ment alone cannot care 
for the patients. Nurse Gil- 
bert Kolbe, a spokesman 
for protesting medics, says 
"Poland's health care sys- 


Medical workers fear Polish hospitals 


tem is not prepared for 
the fifth wave." "Whatever 
happens during the fifth 
wave, if no radical steps 
are taken by our govern- 
ment, will, unfortunately, 
have influence on the 
number of deaths," Kolbe 
told The Associated Press. 
"It is really a great prob- 
lem that we are simply 
exhausted," with people 
working huge hours every 
month, Kolbe said, adding 
that the situation is wors- 
ened by the hateful com- 
ments and death threats 


can't handle new surge 


that some medical work- 
ers are receiving. 

"Even politicians are say- 
ing that the pandemic 
has saved the medics be- 
cause it allows them to 
earn better money!" he 
said. "But we don't want 
that money anymore" but 
want the pandemic to be 
Over. 

Milosz Jankowski, the dep- 
uty head of the Anesthesi- 
ology Clinic at the govern- 
ment hospital in Warsaw, 
where the most serious 
COVID-19 cases are treat- 


ed, noted the importance 
of getting vaccinated. 
"Perhaps if our society 
took (the pandemic) more 
seriously, maybe the avu- 
thorities would have been 
more inclined toward 
more restrictive steps as re- 
gards people who are not 
vaccinated," he said. 
The health minister on 
Wednesday backed a 
draft regulation that would 
require workers to show 
proof of vaccination or re- 
covery from COVID-19 to 
their employers. () 
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Russia says it will take nothing less but NATO expansion ban 


bor but demanded guar- 


MOSCOW (AP) — Russia ERAS 


maintained a tough pos- 
ture Wednesday amid 
the tensions over its troop 
buildup near Ukraine, with 
a top diplomat warning 
that Moscow will accept 
nothing less but "watertight" 
U.S. guarantees preclud- 
ing NATO's expansion to 
Ukraine. 

Deputy Foreign Minister 
Sergei Ryabkov, who led 
the Russian delegation at 
the security talks with the 
U.S. in Geneva last week, 
reaffirmed that Moscow 
has no intentions of invad- 
ing Ukraine as the West 
fears, but said that receiv- 
ing Western security guar- 
antees is an imperative for 
Moscow. 

The talks in Geneva and a 
related NATO-Russia meet- 
ing in Brussels last week 
were held as Russia has 
amassed an_ estimated 
100,000 troops near Ukraine 
in what the West fears 
might herald an invasion. 
Amid the soaring tensions, 
U.S. Secretary of State Ant- 
ony Blinken visited Ukraine 
on Wednesday to reassure 
it of Western support in the 
face of what he called "re- 
lentless" Russian aggression. 
In Strasbourg, French Presi- 
dent Emmanuel Macron 


urged the European Union 
to quickly draw up a new 
security plan containing 
proposals to help ease ten- 
sions with Russia. 

Kremlin spokesman Dmi- 
try Peskov told reporters 
Wednesday that talks be- 
tween Blinken and his Rus- 
sian counterpart Sergey 
Lavrov set for Friday in Ge- 
neva are "extremely impor- 
tant." 

Ina move that further beefs 
up forces near Ukraine, Rus- 
sia has sent an unspecified 
number of troops from the 
country's far east to its ally 


——_ * _.- 


Belarus, which shares a bor- 


der with Ukraine, for major 
war games next month. 
Ukrainian officials have said 
that Moscow could use Be- 
larusian territory to launch 
a potential multi-oronged 
invasion. 

The Russian Defense Min- 
istry said Wednesday that 
some troops already have 
arrived in Belarus for the Al- 
lied Resolve 2022 drills that 
will run through Feb. 20. It 
said the exercise will be 
held at five firing ranges 
and other areas in Belarus 
and involve four Belarusian 


air bases. 
German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz said Wednesday it's 
too early to tell whether 
talks could defuse the crisis, 
adding that "after years of 
rising tensions, staying silent 
is not a sensible option." 
"The Russian side is aware 
of our determination," 
Scholz told the World Eco- 
nomic Forum. "| hope they 
also realize that the gains 
of cooperation outweigh 
the price of further confron- 
tation." 

Russia has denied that it 
intends to attack its neigh- 


antees from the West that 
NATO will not expand to 
Ukraine or other former 
Soviet nations or place its 
troops and weapons there. 
It also has urged NATO to 
roll back the deployments 
of its troops and weapons 
to Central and Eastern Eu- 
ropean nations that have 
joined the alliance after 
the end of the Cold War. 
Washington and its allies 
firmly rejected Moscow's 
demands but kept the 
door open to possible fur- 
ther talks on arms control 
and = confidence-building 
measures to reduce the 
potential for hostilities. 
Ryabkov insisted, however, 
that there can't be any 
meaningful talks on those 
issues if the West doesn't 
heed the main Russian re- 
quests for the non-expan- 
sion of NATO. He warned 
that the Russian demands 
"constitute a package, 
and we're not prepared to 
divide it into different parts, 
to start processing some of 
those at expense of stand- 
ing idle on others." 

The Russian diplomat said 
Ukraine's increasingly close 
ties with NATO allies pose a 
major security challenge to 
Russia.) 


Police arrest 29 for bringing people to EU on leisure boats 


By COLLEEN BARRY and 
PAOLO SANTALUCIA Asso- 
ciated Press 

FOSSALTA DI PIAVE, Italy 
(AP) — Police in Italy, Al- 
bania and Greece on 
Wednesday arrested some 
30 people accused of prof- 
iteering several hundred 
million euros to smuggle 
refugees and migrants into 
the European Union from 


Turkey on yachts and other 
leisure vessels. 

The coordinated action is 
believed to have dealt a 
serious blow to the lucra- 
tive Turkey-Europe sailboat 
crossings, for which people 
pay between $6,000 to 
$10,000 to reach southern 
Italy, with an eye on north- 
ern European destinations. 
"We hope to have curbed 


the phenomenon, for the 
next few weeks or the next 
few months," said Lt. Col. 
Giuseppe Giulio Leo, head 
of Italy's financial police in 
the southern city of Lecce. 
"Still, we need to take into 
account that there will be 
someone ready to join the 
organization and take over 
the various roles." 

The smugglers use mostly 
sailboats and yachts, but 
also fishing boats and less 
sea-worthy craft, packing 
between 30 to 180 people 
on board, he said. Their 
destination is typically the 
southern region of Puglia, 
the closest point, but they 
often wind up in Calabria 
due to weather, Leo said. 
The arrested suspects are 
believed to be part of a 
wider ring with as many as 
80 members that organized 
at least 30 smuggling oper- 
ations that transported at 


least 1,100 people by boat 
from Turkey to the coast of 
Puglia, and then on to oth- 
er European countries, EU 
law enforcement agency 
Europol said. 

Eleven people were arrest- 
ed in Italy, including smug- 
glers who navigated the 
vessels, some of which had 
been stolen, as well as Iraqi 
and Syrian citizens who car- 
ried out the logistics, Leo 
said. Some had already 
been taken into custody 
during the investigation, 
which was launched more 
than a year ago. 

Another 18 were. arrest- 
ed in Albania and one in 
Greece, Europol said. 

The masterminds of the op- 
erations are believed to be 
in Turkey, and the Lecce 
prosecutors has activated 
diplomatic channels in a 
bid to extend the opera- 
tion, "with the hope of ap- 


prehending the presumed 
criminals located there," 
Leo said. Two of the ar- 
rested were brothers who 
are Iraqi citizens accused 
of running logistics to help 
the migrants reach north- 
ern Europe. The men were 
arrested without incident 
near Venice before dawn. 
Italian financial police en- 
tered a modestly furnished 
house peacefully, and the 
brothers emerged wearing 
handcuffs and tracksuits. 
The suspects, identified as 
Alaa Qasim Rahima, 38, 
and Omar Qasim Rahima, 
30, are accused of running 
a ring that helped bring Syr- 
ians from Turkey to the EU 
using a network of associ- 
ates in various countries. 
Another ringleader, also 
lraqi, is accused of helping 
the smugglers evade de- 
tection in Italy and return to 
Turkey via Greece. L) 
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Mexican abortion advocates look to help women in US 
~ Se Ly 


a 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — De- 
cades ago, Mexican activ- 
ists drove women into the 
United States to terminate 
their pregnancies at clinics. 
Now it's women in the U.S. 
who are facing more chal- 
lenges to accessing abor- 
tion services and again 
Mexican activists are step- 
ping up to offer support. 
The changing dynamic has 
to do with the reversal of 
the legal fortunes of abor- 
tion rights on both sides of 
the border and the exper- 
tise of Mexican activists in 
helping women overcome 
legal and social barriers. 

In September, Mexico's Su- 
preme Court issued a de- 
cision declaring that abor- 
tion was not a crime in the 
heavily Roman Catholic 
nation. That same month, 
the most restrictive abor- 
tion law in the United States 
went into effect in Texas. 
And the U.S. Supreme 
Court is expected to rule on 
a case this year that could 
throw out the 1973 decision 
guaranteeing women ac- 
cess to abortions, poten- 
tially allowing nearly two- 
dozen states already with 
laws in place to severely 
restrict or ban abortion. 

This week, advocates from 
both sides of the border 
plan to develop strategies 
to circumvent new restric- 
tions and find ways to coor- 
dinate assistance for wom- 
en who want to safely end 
their pregnancies, includ- 
ing getting abortion pills to 
women in the U.S. 

"We want to create net- 
works to put the pills in 
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= 
the hands of women who 
need them," especially im- 
migrants and women in 
vulnerable situations, said 
Veronica Cruz, director of 
Las Libres or "The Free," an 
abortion advocacy group 
in Mexico. 

The pills Cruz refers to are 
misoprostol and mifepris- 
tone, a two-drug combi- 
nation used for medical 
abortions during the first 
12 weeks.  Misoprostol, 
which was used to treat 
ulcers, doesn't need medi- 
cal prescription in Mexico 
and can end a pregnancy 
alone but is more effective 
in combination with mife- 
pristone, which does need 
prescription but the advo- 
cate groups get for free 
from donors. 

The World Health Organiza- 
tion and International Fed- 


eration of Gynecology and 
Obstetrics endorse their use 
and they have been wide- 
ly used for abortions in Eu- 
rope and other parts of the 
world. 

In the United States more 
than 4 million women have 
had medical abortions 
since the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration ap- 
proved those drugs in 2000 
with a doctor's prescrip- 
tion. The FDA eliminated 
a 20-year-old requirement 
in December that women 
had to pick up the medica- 
tion in person so now they 
will be able to get a pre- 
scription via an online con- 
sultation and receive the 
pills through the mail. 

But more than half of U.S. 
states have local restric- 
tions on medical abor- 
tions — such as the need 


to have a physician in the 
same room — that make it 
complicated or unfeasible 
to carry out the practice at 
home. 

Jacqueline Ayers, vice 
president of Planned Par- 
enthood, said opponents 
are using "medically un- 
necessary restrictions put in 
place by out-of-fouch poli- 
ticians.” 

Some women living in U.S. 
border areas have for years 
crossed to Mexican phar- 
macies to buy misoprostol, 
in some cases to avoid the 
cost of a clinic abortion or 
simply because it is easier 
and the drugs are cheaper 
in Mexico. 

"| really didn't want to deal 
with all the restrictions and 
unnecessary stress that 
goes along with the abor- 
tion in a clinic so | started 


looking into the medical 
abortion options," said Liz 
Stunz, a graduate student 
at the University of Texas-El 
Paso, who ended her preg- 
nancy with a pill from Ciu- 
dad Juarez in 2015. 

Cruz, a lawyer, said advo- 
cates will look closely at the 
new Texas law to ensure 
that the women and those 
assisting them are not put in 
jeopardy. 

Her group, Las Libres, has 
been assisting Mexican 
women with home abor- 
tions since 2000, including 
safely getting the pills to 
even the most remote lo- 
cations. They argue that 
no medical supervision is 
needed during the first 12 
weeks. 

At that time, abortion was 
illegal in all of Mexico and 
Las Libres was known for 
successfully petitioning 
courts to free poor and In- 
digenous women accused 
of having abortions. Much 
of the stigma remains, but 
now it is legal in four states 
and the September deci- 
sion by the Supreme Court 
decriminalizing it has giv- 
en momentum to efforts 
to strike it from state pe- 
nal codes throughout the 
country. 

More established groups 
like Las Libres have trained 
others in advocacy net- 
work, a push that accel- 
erated after Mexico City 
became the first place to 
legalize abortion in 2007. 
At the border, it wasn't nec- 
essary for Mexican women 
to cross to clinics in the Unit- 
ed States anymore. L) 


Nursing home fire kills 


MADRID (AP) — Six residents 
of a nursing home in east- 
erm Spain died after a fire 
started by a faulty power 
strio broke out in the night, 
authorities said Wednes- 
day. 

Another 17 residents were 
hospitalized, with three in 
serious condition, the re- 
gional leader of Valencia, 
Ximo Puig, said. 

Firefighters said a total of 70 
residents were evacuated 
from the nursing home in 
the municipality of Monca- 
da, just north of the city of 
Valencia. 


Firefighter chief José Basset 
told Spanish news agency 
EFE that the fire appears to 
have started in a bedroom 
on the second floor. 

"There was a large number 
of people asking for help 
who were trapped by the 
smoke" when firefighters ar- 
rived, he said. 

Spain's Civil Guard police 
force said its preliminary 
investigation pointed to a 
power strip as the source of 
the fire. 

"The most important thing 
now is the recovery of 
those who have been in- 


6, hospitalizes 17 in eastern Spain 


jured," Puig said. 

Spanish Prime Minister Pe- 
dro Sdnchez tweeted in 
Spanish that he was fol- 
lowing "the tragic news 
from Moncada. My condo- 
lences to the families of the 
victims. We are watching 
with concern the evolution 
of the injured. All our sup- 
port for the families and the 
town." 

Municipal authorities — in 
Moncada have called for 
three days of mourning, 
with flags flying at half-staff 
on the town hall building. 
Officials called for a min- 


ute of silence at noon local 
time. 

Spain's nursing homes, like 
those in many other coun- 


tries, were — particularly 
hard-hit during the worst 
months of the coronavirus 
pandemic.) 


THURSDAY 20 JANUARY sont LOCAL 


Fit2/1\ 


New.\ 2 70) 


Sa 


Loc 


, COVID-19 


Testing Center 


JINTMENT NEEDED! 


ations: The | Cove Me all (8:00 A 


NAAT (Abott ID): 


Result in 30 minutes! 


PCR / Antigen Test 


Medcare near 


\M - 6:00 PM) 


SAME DAY RESULT! , 


LIRGENT CARE 


The reserve requirement rate was increased to 13.0 percent 
on January Ist, 2022 


ORANJESTAD - During its meeting of De- 
cember 10, 2021, and after reviewing the 
most recent economic and monetary 
data, the Monetary Policy Commitiee 
(MPC) of the Centrale Bank van Aruba 
(CBA) decided to raise the reserve re- 
quirement rate from 12.0 percent to 13.0 
percent as of January 1st, 2022. This deci- 
sion was primarily based on the elevated 
level of excess liquidity at the commercial 
banks. 


The following information and analysis 
were considered in reaching this decision: 


International reserves 

International reserves (including revalu- 
ation differences of gold and foreign ex- 
change holdings), up to and including No- 
vember 19, 2021, increased by Afl. 561.5 
million compared to the end of December 
2020. The notable expansion in the interna- 
tional reserves was mostly the result of net 
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inflows of foreign exchange reserves at- 
tributed to tourism services and loans from 
the Government of the Netherlands pro- 
vided to the Government of Aruba (GoA) 
to improve its liquidity position. Meanwhile, 
official reserves increased by Afl. 330.7 mil- 
lion. Consequently, the official and inter- 
national reserves reached, respectively, 
Afl. 2,538.6 million and Afl. 2,918.1 as of No- 
vember 19, 2021 (Graph 1). 


Accordingly, the level of reserves re- 
mained adequate when benchmarked 
against the current account payments 
and the IMF ARA metric (Table 1). 


Credit developments 
In October 2021, total credit of the bank- 
ing sector contracted by Afl. 88.9 mil- 


lion or 2.2 percent to Afl. 3,875.2 million, 
when compared to the end of 2020. This 
was driven by the categories ‘business 
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loans’ (-Afl. 46.9 million/-3.1 
percent) and ‘loans to 
individuals’ (-Afl. 25.0 mil- 
lion/-1.3 percent). The drop 
in the category ‘loans to 
individuals’ was driven by 
a decrease in ‘consumer 
credit’, while the category 
‘business loans’ was for the 
most part impacted by less 
current account loans. 


Inflation 
In October 2021, the Con- 
sumer Price Index (CPI) 


rose by 2.4 percent, com- 
pared to the correspond- 
ing month a year earlier. 
The twelve-month average 
inflation rate amounted 
to -0.3 percent in October 
2021, 0.4 percentage point 
higher than the previous 
month (Graph 2) . The rise 
in the CPI compared to 
a year earlier was mainly 
the result of upward price 
movements in the com- 
ponents ‘transport’ and 
‘household operation’. The 
former was related to the 
oil price hike resulting in a 
higher gasoline price, while 
the latter was likely due to 
global supply chain issues. 


Commercial bank liquidity 
The aggregate excess li- 
quidity of commercial 
banks rose to Afl. 1,295.8 
million in October 2021, 
compared to Afl. 1,107.4 
million in December 2020. 

The monthly comparison 
showed, however, that the 
aggregated excess liquidi- 
ty declined from Afl. 1,308.3 
million in September 2021 
to Afl. 1,295.8 millions in Oc- 
tober 2021. This contraction 
was the result of the expan- 
sion of the reserve require- 
ment rate from 9.0 percent 
to 10.0 percent as of Oc- 
tober 1, 2021. The uptick 
in the reserve requirement 
rate was, however, miti- 
gated by a surge in the to- 


tal liquid funds held by the 
commercial banks. Conse- 
quently, the level of excess 
liquidity remained high and 
is significantly above pre- 
pandemic levels. 


The ample excess liquid- 
ity is partly the result of the 
reductions in the reserve 
requirement rate and the 
minimum prudential liquid- 
ity ratio as of March and 
April 2020, forming part of 
the monetary and pruden- 
tial policy domains relief 
measures taken by the CBA 
to mitigate the effects of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Furthermore, the continued 
subdued credit demand is 
an additional contributing 
factor to the commercial 
banks’ excess liquidity, and 
likely so were the wage 
subsidy and FASE programs 
of the GoA to counterar- 
rest the economic effects 
of the COVID-19 crisis. 


Consequently, the — pru- 
dential liquidity ratio of the 
commercial banks, which 
measures the percentage 
of their liquid assets to their 
total net assets, remained 
at a comfortable level of 
28.4 percent in October 
2021, far above the mini- 
mum required prudential 
liquidity ratio of 18.0 per- 
cent. 


Anticipated outflows due 
to the de-escalation initia- 
tives by the CBA 

Despite the comfortable 
level of official and interna- 
tional reserves, the CBA an- 
ticipates an increase in for- 
eign exchange payments 
as a result of the lifting, as 
per September 2021, of the 
COVID-19 induced foreign 
exchange restrictions. The 
latest estimates show an 
outflow of Afl. 260.0 million 
by year-end 2021. L) 
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Tourism recovered 72% in 2021 
compared to 2019 


ORANJESTAD - On Janu- 
ary 17, 2022, the Minister 
of Tourism Dangui Oduber 
gave an Aruba tourism up- 
date for 2021 compared to 
2019. 


Compared to 2019, tour- 
ism recovered 72% in 2021, 
making 2021 a pretty good 
year for tourism. The chart 
illustrates the number of 
visitors per month during 
2021. One of the important 
indicators is the tourism 
receipt. This is the money 
spent in the local economy 
by the visitors. The tourism 
receipt for 2021 surpassed 
the one of 2019, meaning 
that we had fewer visitors 
indeed, but they spent 
more than those in 2019. 


Cruise tourism remains af- 
fected by the pandeniic. It 
was not until 2021 that we 
saw the first Cruise ship in 
Aruba. This industry started 
slowly but is gradually mov- 
ing forward. 


In December 2021, 48,209 
cruise passengers  vis- 
ited Aruba compared to 
126,452 visitors in Decem- 
ber 2019. It entails a 61,9% 
decline in cruise tourism. 
The number of calls was 35 
in December compared to 
50 calls in December 2019. 
In 2021, Aruba received 
136,211 cruise ship visitors 
compared to 832,399 in 
2019, which is an 85% de- 
cline. In 2021, there were 
96 calls compared to the 
324 calls in 2019, a drop of 
70,4%. The latest reduction 
in tourism is due to the rap- 
id spread of the Omicron 
variant. In the first week of 
2022, Aruba registered a 
decrease of 25% to 30% in 
visitors. Airlines like Frontier 
Airlines and Air Canada 
have also suspended their 
flights to Aruba. There have 


also been large-scale cancelations of in- 
centive groups. 

Originally a 100% recovery was projected 
for tourism in 2022 compared to 2019. How- 
ever, due to the current situation, it was 
adjusted to a projected recovery of 85%. 
According to the Minister, Omicron was the 
culprit of the decrease in the outlook, but 
we still have time to recover from this set- 
back. We can still achieve this by taking the 
proper steps and calculating risks as we alll 
depend on tourism.) 


Everyday triple points 
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Open Everyday 5PM - 11PM 


Spectacular Selling - alf fables over the wafer 
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‘ar snacks 6) drinks available 
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Res erva liens reCommen de P| 


\. 583-2666 


www.pinchosaruba.com 


reservations@pinchosgrillaruba.com 


Aruba to me 


ORANJESTAD — You are back 
and we would like to portrait you! 
By inviting you to send us your fa- 
vorite vacation picture while en- 
joying our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: Aruba 
HOY (AMES [S canasae Send your picture 
with that text (including your 
name and where you are from) 
to: news@arubatoday.com 
and we will publish your vaca- 
tion memory. Isn't that a special 
way to keep your best moments 
alive? Please do note: By submit- 


ORCHID CASINO 


Call 525 7777 ext.209 
to make a reservation. 


foo) 


Follow Us@ f 


ting photos, text or any other ma- 
terials, you give permission to The 
Aruba Today Newspaper, Carib- 
bean Speed Printers and any of 
its affiliated companies to use 
said materials, as well as names, 
likeness, etc. for promotional pur- 
poses without compensation. 


Last but not least: check out our 
website, Instagram and Face- 
book page! Thank you for sup- 
porting our free newspaper, we 
strive to make you a happy read- 
er every day again.l) 


Totally sanitized table and chips. 


Located in the Riu Antillas (formerly the Westin) 
welcomes you to RESERVE YOUR OWN PRIVATE TABLE 


for you and your party. 
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Blue Residences: 
Work & pleasure in paradise 


re EA a » 

EAGLE BEACH — Dreaming of your own private Ca- 
ribbean sanctuary is a reality now. Allow us to define 
this: Blue Residences offers you a condo or pent- 
house with top notch amenities equal to the offerings 
of high-class resorts facing the Caribbean Sea, the 
white-powdered sands of Eagle Beach. According to 
the Travelers Choice Beaches Award, it is one of the 
top 25 beaches in the world. And if you don’t believe 
them, you can always read the thousands of positive 
reviews on TripAdvisor. 


Blue Residences is situated in front of The Bubali Plas 
bird sanctuary and one of the biggest reservoirs on 
the island. It’s also within walking distance to Palm 
Beach, home of the high-rise luxury hotels. The loca- 
tion is unequalled on the island with a variety of wa- 
ter sports concessions, casinos, restaurants, bars and 
shops just a leisurely stroll away. 


The onsite amenities include pools, hot tub, restau- 
rant, landscaped sun-deck, fitness center, full service 
spa and concierge service. 

The project has three towers which contains 60 two- 
bedroom, two-bath units; 32 three-bedroom, three- 
bath units; 8 one bedroom, one bathroom unit; 4 
four-bedroom, four-bath duplex townhouses; 2 five- 
bedroom, five-and-a-half-bath duplex townhouses; 
12 three-bedroom, four-bath duplex penthouses; and 
6 five-bedroom, five-and-a-half-bath duplex pent- 
houses. 


Penthouse perfection 
This is Gn once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to be the 
owner of one of the hottest spots in the Caribbean 


’ ’ ' = 5 
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and own an amazing, upscale pent- 
house. There are two levels of 180 de- 
grees of spectacular, ocean-viewing 
pleasure and amazing daily sunsets 
await you! Porcelain tiles, Italian-de- 
signed kitchens, stainless steel appli- 


ances (stove, refrigerator, dishwasher 
and microwave), washer and dryer 
machines and assigned parking space 
is what you get for a great offer. Take 
this chance to buy your dream and be 
part of a builder's organization with an 
impeccable reputation who even ar- 
range your short-term and long-term 
rentals if you are looking for a return on 
your investment. 


Office is set for you 

Did you know Aruba has the best in- 
ternet connection in the whole of the 
Caribbean? 

Did you also know that the island is ac- 
tually designed for working remotely? 
All the facilities you need are ready for 
you, there are even special “workation 
packages” available. 

Yes. The office at Blue Residences is just 
right for you. With windows all around 
you for viewing the blue skies and tur- 
quoise waters as decoration for an en- 
ergized, productive day is set. 

If you want to rent or buy and live the 
Blue Residences experience please 
email Jaime Gomez at jgomez@azure- 
aruba.com or visit www.bluearuba. 
com. The sales office is open from Mon- 
day to Sundays from 9 am to 5 pm. Go 
see the amazing view. LJ 
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Ticket price hike for World Cup final in Qatar reaches 46% 


By ROB HARRIS AP Global 
Soccer Writer 

The cost of attending the 
World Cup final is up to 
46% higher in Qatar than 
the previous tournament 
in Russia, fans discovered 
Wednesday as tickets went 
on sale. 

The steep rise in the prices 
for the FIFA showpiece 
match since 2018 con- 
trasts with the group stage 
— apart from the opening 
game — and round of 16 
seeing a reduction in the 
cost of the cheapest tick- 
ets, which fans can apply 
for online. 

The most expensive tick- 
ets on general sale for the 
Dec. 18 final at Lusail Sta- 
dium are 5,850 Qatari riyals 
($1,607), up 46% from the 
$1,100 for the 2018 final 
won by France. 
Category-two tickets are 
3,650 Qatari riyals ($1,003), 
up 41% from $710 for the 
final four years ago. Cat- 
egory-three tickets — the 
cheapest available — for 
international fans — are 
2,200 Qatari riyals ($604), 
one-third more expensive 
than the $455 last time. The 
category-four final tickets 
for local residents soars 


from the equivalent of $110 
in Russia to 750 Qatari riyals 
($206). 

The cheapest seats on 
general sale internation- 
ally to watch the host na- 
tion open the World Cup 
on Nov. 21 soar 37% to 
$302 (1,100 Qatari riyals) 
from $220 in Russia. There's 
a rise of 13% for category- 
two tickets to $440 (1,600 
Qatari riyals) from $390 and 
a similar jump from $550 in 
Russia to $618 (2,250 Qatari 
riyals) for the most expen- 


gph WORLD Cup 
Qatar2022 
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sive opening-gameé tickets. 
For other matches in the 
group stage, Qatari resi- 
dents can buy tickets for 
40 Qatari riyals ($11) — the 
cheapest for locals since 
the 1986 World Cup in Mex- 
ico. The cheapest tickets 
on international sale are 
the lowest prices since the 
2006 World Cup in Germa- 
ny at 250 Qatari riyals ($69). 
Category-one tickets have 
risen marginally from $210 
to $220 (800 Qatari riyals) 
while the category two will 


remain at $165. 

The cheapest tickets in the 
round of 16 have dropped 
from $115 to $96, but they 
are rising in the other two 
categories from $185 to 
$206 and $245 to $275. 
Supporters requesting to 
attend matches at the 
Middle East's first World Cup 
will only discover if they are 
successful based on a ran- 
dom draw at the conclu- 
sion of the first application 
phase which runs through 
Feb. 8. 


The ticket process is be- 
ginning with only 13 of the 
32 slots at the tournament 
filed and qualifying not 
concluding until the in- 
tercontinental playoffs in 
June. Applications in the 
first phase of ticket sales 
can be made on the FIFA 
website until Feb. 8 with 
fans notified if they have 
been successful in the ran- 
dom draw selection by 
March 8. 

The draw for the tourna- 
ment is scheduled for April 
1 in Doha, the capital of the 
tiny oil-and-gas rich Persian 
Gulf nation. 

As well as applying for tick- 
ets for individual games, 
fans can register to follow 
their team throughout and 
to watch four matches in 
four different stadiums. 

FIFA aims to generate $500 
million from hospitality rights 
and ticket sales from across 
the eight stadiums in Qatar 
which are within a 30-mile 
radius of Doha. 

The launch of ticket sales 
will be the first gauge of 
interest in attending argu- 
ably the most controver- 
sial tournament since the 
World Cup was first staged 
in 1930.) 


Stocks mixed on Wall 


By DAMIAN J. TROISE 

AP Business Writer 

Stocks turned mixed in af- 
ternoon trading on Wall 
Street as investors review 
the latest corporate earn- 
ings and prepare for higher 
interest rates. 

The S&P 500 rose 0.3% as 
of 12:47 p.m. Eastern. The 
Dow Jones Industrial Aver- 
age rose 42 points, or 0.1%, 
to 35,411 and the Nasdaq 
rose 0.6%. 

The major indexes 
bounced between § gains 
and losses throughout the 
morning, with technology 
stocks again giving direc- 
tion to the broader market. 
The sector has triggered 
much of the choppiness in 
the market as investors shift 
money in expectation of 
rising interest rates. Higher 
rates make shares in high- 
flying tech companies and 
other expensive growth 
stocks relatively less attrac- 
tive. 


Microsoft rose 2.7% and 
Adobe rose 2.6%. 

Stocks have slid in Janu- 
ary as investors gauge how 
rising inflation will impact 
businesses and consumers, 
along with the Federal Re- 
serve's next move on inter- 
est rate policy. 

"We've seen some give- 
backs from the returns we 
got last year," said Megan 
Horneman, director of port- 
folio strategy at Verdence 
Capital Advisors. "What 
we're seeing is that the 
market is resetting now." 

A mix of _ travel-related 
companies and automak- 
ers fell. Ford slumped 7% 
following news that it's re- 
calling about 200,000 cars 
in the U.S. to fix a problem 
that can stop the brake 
lights from turning off. 
Communications compa- 
nies and makers of house- 
hold goods and consumer 
products gained ground. 
Bond yields fell. The yield on 


Street; investors review earnings 


the 10-year Treasury fell to 
1.84% from 1.87% late Tues- 
day. Investors are busy re- 
viewing the latest round of 
corporate earings. Health 
insurer UnitedHealth Group 
rose 1.4% after reporting 
encouraging financial re- 
sults. Bank of America rose 
0.4% after reporting a jump 
in profits that beat analysts’ 
forecasts. 

Household and consumer 
goods company Procter 
& Gamble rose 4.2% after 
also reporting strong finan- 
cial results. The maker of 
Dawn dish detergent and 
other products reported 
strong results as it passed 
along higher costs to con- 
sumers. 

Walll Street is closely watch- 
ing the latest round of re- 
sults to gauge whether in- 
flation is cutting into profit 
margins for companies and 
to see whether consumers 
are accepting the higher 
prices without cutting back 


on spending. Demand for 
goods has outpaced com- 
panies’ capacity to make 
and supply products, which 
has caused supply chain 
problems and raised raw 
materials costs. 

Economists expect inflation 
to remain high until those 
supply chain issues are 
solved and consumer de- 
mand is tempered. Mean- 
while, the Federal Reserve 
is speeding up its with- 
drawal of support for mar- 
a - ¥ v 


kets and the economy. The 
central bank is likely to raise 
interest rates earlier and 
more often than had been 
expected to fight rising in- 
flation. As of late Tuesday, 
investors were pricing in a 
better than 86% probability 
that the Fed will raise short- 
term rates at its meeting 
of policymakers in March. 
A month ago, they saw 
less than a 47% chance of 
that, according to CME 
Group.) 
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CROSSWORD P]alGlAlN|s MM A[Mels 


By THOMAS JOSEPH 


ACROSS 45 Small 
1 Gheckeut — porch 
act 46 Check out 
5 Back biter 

10 Seasonal 
song 1 Troop 

12 Spanish member 
resortisie 2 Blue 

13 Sung Grotte 
story setting 

14 Kuwaiti 3 "— we 
coin all?" 

15Caterers 4 Neither 
pot follower 

16 Shape § Calf-length 
with a skirt 
knife 6 Death 

18 Dot notice 

20 Twisty fish 7 Door 

21 Vengelul loppers 
goddess 8 Flowery 

23 Flace shrubs 
down 9 Almost 

24 Methods never 

26 Ceteat 

28 Craze 

29 Heraic 
iale 

31 Radius 
setting 

32 Petite 

36 Easily 
broken 

39 Crayon 
makeup 

40 Turning 
toal 

41 Lorelei's 
iyer 

43 Come in 

44 More 
‘ational 


DOWN 
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EEE R 
Yesterday's answer 
11 Anarchic §=30 Everybedy 
17 That 33 Baling 
woman need 
19 Belonging 34 Bowling 
to thee spots 
22Afncan 35 Use 
capital force 
24 Arrest af Vincent's 
paper brother 
25 Acknowl- 38 Maryland 
edge player, for 
27 Cerealbit — short 
28 Aesop's 42 Derby, 
output é.g. 


ae 


Sr 
nee ae 


AKYDLBAAXR 
nLONGrFELLOW 
One letter stands for unether lo this sample, A is used 
for the three Los. OX for the two O's. ete. Single Ietters. 
apostrophes, the length und fornuttion of fhe words 
wre all hints. Buch diy the cede letters ure different. 


1-24) CRYPTOQLOTE 


WW MFC SHUN BF K BYHNW., 


YR LKAXE B RBNKE WTHEP 


MFC, KAG YN TR BYNX XIE 


EREAANT K BRYTAW. — YVY¥IIEEHKP 
RKETEMKX 

Yesterday's Cryptoquote: SECOND IN 
IMPORTANCT, TO PAVING? 00000 AIM JS TQ 
RECOGNIZE WHEN TO PULL THE TRIGGER. 
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"The Voice of Holland" talent show hit 
by #MeToo scandal 


AMSTERDAM (AP) — The 
Dutch talent show "The 
Voice of Holland" has been 
taken off the air in the 
Netherlands amid a sexual 
misconduct scandal that 
has cast a shadow over 
the future of the TV ratings 
juggernaut in the country 
where it was first conceived 
by a media mogul. 

The furor is one of the most 
serious #MeToo reckonings 
yet to hit the Dutch enter- 
tainment world and focus- 
es on a show created in the 
Netherlands but broadcast 
in local versions around the 
globe. 

It also draws in a family 
considered television roy- 
alty in the Netherlands — 
the original creator John 
de Mol and his sister Linda, 
a television star in her own 
right in the Netherlands and 
Germany who last week- 
end split from "The Voice of 
Holland's" pianist and band 
leader after he admitted 
having sexual contacts 
with some contestants. 

The Dutch scandal erupted 
after a local broadcast- 
ers YouTube show called 
"BOOS" — the Dutch word 
for angry — contacted 
"The Voice of Holland" to 
say it has spoken to victims 
of "sexually transgressive 
behavior" on the show and 
is planning to broadcast a 
program about their alle- 
gations on Thursday. 
Prosecutors have received 
two complaints in recent 
days against one of the 


show's panelists, Dutch rap- 
per Ali Bouali. His lawyer, 
Bart Swier, said Wednesday 
that the artist known as Ali 
B denies any wrongdoing. 
Swier declined to comment 
further. The complaints, 
which Swier said were filed 
Jan. 11 and on Tuesday, will 
trigger investigations to es- 
tablish whether Ali B should 
face any criminal charges. 
Even Prime Minister Mark 
Rutte has weighed in on 
the scandal swirling around 
one of the Netherlands' 
most popular TV shows. 

"| think everybody is very 
shocked and it's good 
that it is investigated," he 
told the Dutch daily De 


Telegraaf. 
Dutch broadcaster RIL, 
which airs "The Voice of 


Holland," reacted swiftly to 
the reports, saying over the 
weekend that if was sus- 
pending the show. It called 
the allegations "very seri- 
ous and shocking" and said 
they weren't known to RTL. 
Dutch media reported 
Wednesday that RIL had 
suspended its ties with Ali 
B as a result of the com- 
plaints. The network did not 
immediately respond to a 
request for comment. 

The show's pianist and band 
leader, Jeroen Rietbergen, 
quit over the weekend and 
issued a statement ac- 
knowledging his actions. 
"During my years of involve- 
ment with 'The Voice of 
Holland," | had contact of 
a sexual nature with some 


Time Share Resales + Realty 
Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
* All inventory available 
Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
For more info call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 
also visit(new): 
www.halleyadventures.com 


Beautiful Latin Girls 
Pick-up & Delivery 


Serving Men - Couple - Women - All Genders 744 


© +297 565-9535 
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women involved in the pro- 
gram and exchanged sex- 
ually tinted WhatsApp mes- 
sages," he said in a state- 
ment to the RTL Boulevard 
entertainment news show. 
Rietbergen went on to say 
that after initially consider- 
ing the sexual encounters 
"as reciprocal and equal," 
he later came to under- 
stand that the women 
"may have experienced 
this very differently. This in- 
sight has made me realize 
that my behavior has been 
completely wrong." 

His statement also suggest- 
ed the show's producers 
had known about his ac- 
tions and cautioned him in 
the past. Rietbergen's law- 
yer didn't immediately re- 
spond to a call and email 
seeking comment. 
Rietbergen's partner, Linda 
de Mol, said in a statement 
on her website that she split 
from Rietbergen after the 
scandal broke and was 
taking a break from her 
own television career. 

RTL said it contacted the 
show's producer ITV Studios, 
which agreed to "immedi- 
ately initiate a diligent, in- 
dependent investigation." 
The Dutch broadcaster 
said that "Participants, em- 
ployees, everyone must be 
able to work in complete 
safety. There is no room for 
interpretation in this. The 
priority now is to get the 
facts on the table." 

ITV Studios said: "Our high- 
est priority is to provide a 
safe and supportive envi- 
ronment for everyone who 
participates in — or works 
on — our shows and ITV Stu- 
dios has a zero-tolerance 
policy towards the type of 
behavior it is said to have 
taken place." 

The company said its in- 
vestigation aims to "build a 
complete picture of what 
happened" and encour- 
aged victims or witnesses 
to speak to the investiga- 
tion. Dutch singer Anouk 
said she was quitting as 
one of the show's panel- 
ists, Who first get to know 
contestants by listening to 
them "blind" from a swivel- 
ing chair facing away from 
the stage before going on 
to mentor them.) 
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HTTA 

Are you serious about selling 
your time share or condo ? 
Contact the experts ! 

37 years doing honest business 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village 

Eagle Beach 

Studio week # 1 room #3101 
30 weeks remain $5 K 
Studio week # 4 room # 8203 
31 weeks remain $7 K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village 

Eagle Beach 

Studio week # 5 room # 8105 
15 weeks remain $7 K 
Studio week # 6 room #6202 
16 weeks remain $7 K 
Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village Golf 

Eagle beach 

2 BR week # 1,2,3 room # 
2308/2309 

25 weeks remain on each 
Price : $ 16 K each 

Studio week #5 room # 2123 
23 weeks remain $ 8 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village Golf 

2 BR Week # 3 Room # 
4215/4216 

23 weeks remain $16 K 

1 BR week # 5 room # 2321 
30 weeks remain $9 K 
Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village Golf 

Eagle Beach 

1 BR week # 3,4,5 room # 4226 
25 weeks remain $9 K each 

2 BR Week # 4 room # 
2359/2360 

25 weeks remain $ 16 K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village Golf 

Eagle beach 

Studio week # 2 room # 4205 
22 weeks remain $8 K 

1 BR week # 3 room # 4102 
22 weeks remain $ 8 K 
Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village Golf 

Eagle Beach 

1 BR Week # 6 room # 2201 
18 weeks remain $ 8 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Eagle resort 

Eagle beach 

2 BR week 2,3,4 room # 3508 
Price : $18 K each 

3 BR week 5 and 6 room # 1550 
Price : $ 20 K each 

Call :01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

La Cabana Beach and Casino 
Eagle Beach 

1 BR Week # 7 room # 336A 
Pool/ Ocean View 

Saturday check in 

Price: $ 11K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village Golf 

Studio week 5,6,7,8,9 
Room # 2350 

35 weeks remain 

Price : $ 8 K each week 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Marriott Surf Club 

Palm beach 

Platinum 

2 BR Garden view $17 K 
2 BR Ocean view $18 K 
2 BR Ocean side $19K 
2 BR Ocean Front $28 K 
3 BR Ocean View $30K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Marriott Ocean Club 
Palm Beach 

Platinum 

1 BR Ocean View $12 K 

1 BR Ocean Front $15 K 
2 BR Ocean View $ 18 K 
2 BR Ocean Front $ 27 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo Le Vent 

Eagle beach 

3 BR ,2 Bath ground floor 
$790 K 

3 BR ,3 1/2 bath ground floor 
$1 Million 

3 BR 3 1/2 bath 5 th floor 
$1,1 Million 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

House for sale 

Alto Vista Noord 

3 BR , 2 Bath Ocean view with 
1 Appartment 

Price : $500 K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo at Tierra Del Sol 
Comunity gated 

3 Bedroom 2 1/2 Bath 
Ocean View with garage 
Price :$450 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo Gold Coast 

Comunity gated 

2 BR, 2 Bath $ 290 K 

3 BR , 2 Bath $ 470 K 

2 BR , 2 Bath with pool $370 K 
Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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FOR SALE 

Casa Del Mar 

Presidential Suite 

2BR/ 2Bath 

Week 3 Unit 1213 

Price: $22,500 

joescarpato2013@gmail.com 

C: (US) 610-937-3086 or 3085 
214936 


Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 
Week 2/1113 (17k); 
Week 5/1315 (19k); 
Week 8/1113 (18k); 
Week 8/1409 (18k); 
Week 9/1218 (16k); 
Week 10/1207 (16k 
Week 13/1509 (13k 
Week 14/1308 (13k 
Week 15/1217 (10k 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. Cell: (860)992-3890 
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Tel. 527 4000 


IA1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 
TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
Jet Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


Tel. 524 8888 


Tel. 582 4433 
(Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


ARUBA 


HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 
Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Sta. Cruz Tel. 583 8028 
San Nicolas: 

Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833 
OTHER 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 
Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 
San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
[Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 
TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 


Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Icoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 


Child Abuse Prevention 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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By MATT O'BRIEN and TALI 
ARBEL 

AP Technology Writers 
Microsoft stunned the gam- 
ing industry when it an- 
nounced this week it would 
buy game publisher Activi- 
sion Blizzard for $68.7 billion, 
a deal that would immedi- 
ately make it a larger vid- 
eo-game company than 
Nintendo. 

Microsoft, maker of the 
Xbox gaming system, said 
the deal would be good 
for gamers and advance 
its ambitions for the meta- 
verse — a vision for creat- 
ing immersive virtual worlds 
for both work and play. 

But what does the deal re- 
ally mean for the millions 
of people who play video 
games, either on consoles 
or their phones? And will it 
actually happen at a time 
of increased government 
scrutiny over giant mergers 
in the U.S. and elsewhere? 
SO, IS IT GOOD FOR GAM- 
ERS? 

"For the average person 
who is playing Candy Crush 
or anything else, there will 
probably be no changes 
at all," said RBC analyst Ri- 
shi Jaluria. 

But Jaluria and industry 
watchers think it could be 
good news for game de- 
velopment more broadly, 
especially if Microsoft's 
games-for-everybody mis- 
sion and mountain of cash 
can rescue Activision from 
its reputation for abandon- 


ing favorite game franchis- 
es while focusing on a few 
choice properties. 


"Microsoft wants to in- 
crease the variety of intel- 
lectual property," said For- 
rester analyst Will McKeon- 
White. "Their target is any- 
one and everybody who 
plays video games and 
they want to bring that to a 
wider audience." 

He said the "most egre- 
gious" example of a popu- 
lar franchise that Activi- 
sion, founded in 1979, left 
by the wayside is Starcraft, 
last updated in 2015. Oth- 
ers include Guitar Hero, the 
Tony Hawk skateboarding 
games and MechWarrior, 
which McKeon-White said 
"pasically wasn't touched 


ITECHNOLOGY 
Microsoft's Activision b 


for two decades." 

On the other hand, the 
prospect of a _ console- 
maker like Microsoft con- 
trolling so much game 
content raised concerns 
about whether the compa- 
ny could restrict Activision 
games from competitors. 
Microsoft expects to bring 
as many Activision games 
as it can to its subscription 
service Game Pass, "with 
some presumably becom- 
ing Microsoft exclusives," 
wrote Wedbush analyst Mi- 
chael Pachter. However, 
he noted antitrust regula- 
tors may not allow Micro- 
soft to keep games off So- 
ny's competing game con- 
sole, the PlayStation. 
Pachter said that Activision 


uy could shake u 


aN Y fh 


presents a model for Micro- 
soft for how to evolve its 
classic console franchises. 
It has adapted Call of Duty 
into successful mobile and 
free games, and he ex- 
pects the company to help 
Microsoft do the same with 
Xbox-owned Halo and oth- 
er games. 

IS THIS REALLY ABOUT THE 
METAVERSE? 

Microsoft says so. And there 
are some ways Activision 
could help the tech giant 
compete with rivals like 
Meta, which renamed itself 
from Facebook last year 
to signal its new focus on 
leading its billions of social 
media users into the meta- 
verse. 

Metaverse enthusiasts de- 


p gaming 


scribe the concept as a 
new and more immersive 
version of the internet, but 
to work it will require a lot of 
people to actually want to 
spend more time in virtual 
worlds. Microsoft's meta- 
verse ambitions have so 
far been focused on work 
tools such as its Teams vid- 
eo chat service, but online 
multiplayer games such as 
Call of Duty and World of 
Warcraft have huge follow- 
ings devoted to interacting 
with each other virtually for 
fun. "That's where Activi- 
sion really helps," said RBC's 
Jaluria. "Millions of people 
play Call of Duty online. The 
community element helps 
drive adoption." 

WILL IT ACTUALLY HAPPEN? 
That's a big unknown. Reg- 
ulators and rivals could turn 
up the pressure to block 
the deal. 

Other tech giants such as 
Meta, Google, Amazon 
and Apple have all at- 
tracted increasing atten- 
tion from antitrust regula- 
tors in the U.S. and Europe. 
But the Activision deal is so 
big — potentially the prici- 
est-ever tech acquisition — 
that Microsoft will also be 
putting itself into the regu- 
latory spotlight. Microsoft 
is already facing delays in 
its planned $16 billion ac- 
quisition of Massachusetts 
speech recognition com- 
pany Nuance because of 
an investigation by British 
antitrust regulators.) 


Construction to begin soon on new US offshore wind farm 


By JENNIFER McDERMOTT 
Associated Press 
Construction will soon be- 
gin on the second com- 
mercial-scale, offshore 
wind energy project to 
gain approval in the United 
States, the developers said. 
The U.S. Department of the 
Interior approved it in No- 
vember, and the Bureau 
of Ocean Energy Manage- 
ment issued its approval 
letter for the constructions 
and operations plan Tues- 
day, a major step in the 
federal process before 
construction can start. 
Orsted, a Danish energy 
company, is developing 
the South Fork Wind project 
with utility Eversource. off 


the coasts of New York and 
Rhode Island. They now 
expect the work onshore 
to begin by early February 
and offshore next year for 
as many as 12 turbines. 
President Joe Biden has set 
a goal to install 30 gigawatts 
of offshore wind power by 
2030, generating enough 
electricity to power more 
than 10 million homes. In 
November, work began on 
the first Ccommercial-scale 
offshore wind farm in the 
United States, the Vineyard 
Wind 1 project off the coast 
of Massachusetts. 

Those developments, along 
with last week's announce- 
ment that the Biden ad- 
ministration will hold its first 


offshore wind auction next 
month, show there's a lot 
of excitement, energy and 
progress in the U.S. offshore 
wind industry, said David 
Hardy, CEO of Orsted Off- 
shore North America. 

The auction is for nearly 
500,000 acres off the coast 
of New York and New Jer- 
sey for wind energy proj- 
ects that could produce 
enough electricity to pow- 
er nearly 2 million homes. 
"There's a lot of activity, at 
the same time it's still a na- 
scent industry," Hardy said 
Tuesday. "So there are still 
a lot of unknowns and a lot 
of risk, quite frankly, to get- 
ting this started and getting 
it right and in achieving the 


full opportunities of the in- 
dustry." 

The offshore wind industry 
is far more advanced in 
Europe, where the first off- 
shore wind farm opened in 
1991, Hardy added. 

"We're jumping in and le- 
veraging what they've 
started," he said. "And | like 
to say that we don't plan to 
play catch up for long. We 
may be behind for awhile 
on the volume, but we can 
bring U.S. innovation and 
U.S. technology to this in- 
dustry, and hopefully be 
able to export that in the 
relatively near term." 
Eversource President and 
CEO Joe Nolan said the in- 
troduction of the offshore 


wind supply chain in the 
United States will create 
jobs, revitalize dormant 
ports and displace fossil 
fuels by providing a clean, 
carbon-free energy source. 
The first U.S. offshore wind 
farm opened off Rhode Is- 
land's Block Island in late 
2016. But at five turbines, 
it's not commercial scale. 
Orsted acquired the devel- 
oper, Rhode Island-based 
Deepwater Wind, and now 
operates that wind farm. 

Some commercial fishing 
groups have complained 
that wind projects off the 
East Coast could interfere 
with efforts to catch sea- 
food species such as scal- 
lops, clams and sea bass.L) 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Vic- 
tor Hedman and the Tam- 
pa Bay Lightning found a 
novel way to break up the 
monotony that can be the 
middle of the NHL regular 
season. 

Hedman had two goals 
and an assist in Tuesday 
night's 6-4 victory over the 
Los Angeles Kings despite 
being one of only four Tam- 
pa Bay defensemen who 
dressed after three were 
scratched due fo injuries. 
The 2018 Norris Trophy win- 
ner, who has been a final- 
ist for the NHL's top defen- 
seman award five straight 
seasons, said he had trou- 
ble napping before the 
game because it was go- 
ing to be challenging. 

"It was something new. You 
knew you were going to 
be out there every other 
shift," Hedman said. "In an 
82-game season, you need 
those challenges. It was fun 
to see what you could do 
with only four guys. 

"You can look at it and feel 
sorry for yourself or look at 
it as an opportunity. We 
tried to keep it as simple as 
possible and got a big two 
points." 

Hedman saw 32:37 of ice 
time, his most in a regular- 
season game that has not 
gone to overtime. He also 
extended his point streak 
to four games (one goal, 


five assists) as the two-time 
defending Stanley Cup 


champions pushed their 
winning streak to four. 

"He just thrives when he 
is asked to do more. He 
gave a phenomenal per- 
formance to help the win," 
fellow defenseman Ryan 
McDonagh said. 

Hedman scored his _ first 
goal since Dec. 16 at 13:17 
of the first period when he 
retrieved an errant pass in 
the Kings zone and beat 
Cal Petersen glove side on 
a breakaway. 

Hedman then scored the 
go-ahead goal at 10:43 of 
the third when he took Ni- 
kita Kucherov's pass and 


scored on a snap shot to 
give the Lightning a 4-3 
lead. It was the ninth mul- 
tigoal game of Hedman's 
career, and one of three 
third-period goals by Tam- 
pa Bay that put the game 
away. 

"| think he's one of the top 
five players in the National 
Hockey League, not just to- 
night but every night | turn 
on the TV," Kings coach 
Todd McClellan said. "Six- 
foot-six and play like that, 
and he had a huge impact 
on the game. Played the 
most minutes of anybody 
and played the best out of 
everybody.” 


Kucherov extended his 
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Hedman, Kucherov propel streaking Lightning past Kings 6-4 


scoring tear with a power- 
play goal in the second 
period along with an assist. 
The right wing, who missed 
32 games with a lower- 
body injury that required 
surgery, has 11 points (four 
goals, seven assists) in six 
games since returning to 
the lineup. 

Mathieu Joseph and Ste- 
ven Stamkos also had a 
goal and an assist apiece 
for the Lightning, who have 
a 10-game winning streak 
over the Kings.  Pierre- 
Edouard Bellemare also 
scored and Andrei Vasi- 
levskiy stopped 32 shots. 
"The big thing for us is we 
couldn't turn it over. It was 


pivotal in the second pe- 
riod to get pucks deep so 
we could get our defense- 
men off," Lightning coach 
Jon Cooper said. 

Blake Lizotte, Alex lafallo, 
Arthur Kaliyev and Phil- 
lio Danault scored for the 
Kings, who have dropped 
two straight after a four- 
game winning streak. Pe- 
tersen made 19 saves. 
"That's kind of what we ex- 
pected was gonna hap- 
pen, a kind of back-and- 
forth kind of game,” lafallo 
said. "But when that hap- 
pens, you've just got to kind 
of pack it in and take your 
chances and get better 
chances. But we'll have to 
regroup and we'll be fine." 
NIFTY GOAL 

Lizotte tied it l-all at 8:52 
of the second when he 
got the puck from Brayden 
Point in the corner, skated 
in and went top shelf on 
Vasilevskiy. 

SPECIAL TEAMS FLURRY 
Each team had a. short- 
handed and power-play 
goal in a span of less than 4 
1/2 minutes during the sec- 
ond period. 

lafallo got his first career 
short-handed goal at 11:44 
when he took advantage 
of a turnover near Tampa 
Bay's net. The Lightning 
tied it, though, at 13:03 on 
Kucherov's one-timer from 
the right circle.) 


Postponements farce sees EPL explore tightening of rules 


By ROB HARRIS 

AP Global Soccer Writer 
When Arsenal this week 
sent Pablo Mari away on 
loan and released Sead 
Kolasinac, trimming the 
squad looked perplexing 
for a club already strug- 
gling to muster a team to 
play. 

Folarin Balogun and Ains- 
ley Maitland-Niles had only 
just been loaned out when 
Arsenal told the Premier 
League it lacked enough 
players to host Tottenham 
last Sunday. 

Calling off a game wasn't 
unusual for England's top 
division. Applying corona- 
virus regulations has seen 
22 postponements since 
last month as the spread 
of the omicron variant has 
depleted squads and shut 


training facilities. 

But when the request to 
postpone the north London 
derby against Tottenham 
went to the league on Fri- 
day, Arsenal had only one 
declared coronavirus case 
in the squad. Instead, with 
five players at the African 
Cup of Nations and injury 
absentees, Arsenal suc- 
cessfully convinced the 
league to call off itt game 
against Tottenham in a 
stretching of the pandemic 
policies not intended for 
this scenario. 

"The decision to postpone 
the game was very, very 
strange," Tottenham man- 
ager Antonio Conte said, 
with a few days to reflect 
on his frustration. "We have 
a big problem to solve and 
it's COVID, but only about 


this situation can you de- 
cide to postpone, not for 
other situations. 

"Honestly, it's my first time in 
my life — and I've had a bit 
of experience in football — 
to see postponed games 
because of injuries." 
Regulations state a game 
must go ahead if a club 
has 13 fit outfield players 
plus a goalkeeper. But con- 
fusion over the application 
of the rules has created a 
growing sense of farce. 
The league hasn't said 
why Arsenal wasn't told to 
promote less experienced 
contracted players into the 
first team, with the under- 
23s playing on Friday night. 
Nor has the league ad- 
dressed if Arsenal missing 
Granit Xhaka was a factor 
in the postponement after 


he was suspended follow- 
ing his sending off against 
Liverpool in the League 
Cup. 

But the exasperation within 
rival clubs at how games 
are being called off has 
led to the league decid- 
ing to speak to them about 
changing the criteria. The 
league, which needs 14 of 
the 20 clubs to approve 
altering regulations, said 
coronavirus cases dropping 
across clubs for three con- 
secutive weeks sparked the 
consultation. 

"The league's current guid- 
ance was amended in De- 
cember following the emer- 
gence of the new Omicron 
variant," the league said in 
a statement on Wednes- 
day, "and we continue to 
monitor the ongoing ef- 


fects of the virus and will 
update our guidance ac- 
cordingly." 

At least the Premier League 
doesn't make teams go 
through the spectacle -- as 
enduredin Italy's Serie A -- of 
making them turn up to the 
stadium with no opposition 
to face. But the raft of post- 
ponements has created a 
distorted league standings 
in England. Leader Man- 
chester City has played 
22 games and last-place 
Burnley has only contest- 
ed 17 of the 38 fixtures af- 
ter Tuesday's rescheduled 
game against Watford was 
postponed again. Burnley 
manager Sean Dyche said 
he had 10 outfield players 
able to train at the time but 
didn't talk about promoting 
younger players.) 
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Beijing residents disappointed Olympics will be closed event 


BEIJING (AP) — With just 
over two weeks before 
the opening of the Beijing 
Winter Olympics, residents 
of the Chinese capital say 
they're disappointed at 
not being able to attend 
events because of coro- 
navirus restrictions that 
have seen parts of the city 
placed under lockdown. 
Organizers announced 
Monday that no. tickets 
will be sold to the general 
public and only selected 
spectators will be allowed. 
Access to the famed Na- 
tional Stadium, known as 
the Bird's Nest, and indoor 
venues in the heart of Bei- 
jing have been sealed off. 
People interviewed 
Wednesday appeared un- 
derstanding of the restric- 
tions. Many of them could 
be seen skating on Beijing's 
frozen lakes in a sign of 
continuing enthusiasm for 
winter sports. 

Because China allows no 
public protests or opinion 
polling and tightly restricts 
free speech, any opposi- 
tion to the Games or the re- 
strictions would be muted. 
Chen Lin had planned to 
buy tickets for soeed skat- 
ing, but gave up over 
personal concerns about 
the pandemic and after it 
became clear that tickets 
would only be offered to 
selected spectators. 

"| went to the Beijing Sum- 
mer Olympic Games. in 
2008. It's a pity thatlwon'tbe 
able to watch the Games 
this time during the Winter 
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Olympics," the 38-year-old 
said. "Of course, we can 
still watch the Games with 
live broadcast on TV and 
live streaming online, but 
it doesn't provide as strong 
a sense of engagement as 
watching the Games on 
the spot." 

Beijing is the first city to be 
awarded the right to host 
both the Summer and Win- 
ter Games. 

Chen said the level of ex- 
citement this year was far 
below that of 2008, when 
the Games brought an out- 
pouring of national pride. 
"On the one hand, the Win- 
ter Olympics don't get as 
much attention as the Sum- 
mer Olympics. On the other 
hand, there is also the pan- 
demic. Both of them are 


the reasons," he said. 
Retiree and amateur pho- 
tographer Wang Shaolan, 
who volunteered at the 
2008 Games, said she had 
been hoping to take her 
camera along to events in 
order to "be part of this." 
"But now with the closed- 
loop management, we 
won't be able to be there 
ourselves. That's a_ pity," 
Wang said, referring to the 
restrictions separating par- 
ticipants from the general 
population. 

The recent appearance of 
the more contagious omi- 
cron variant of the corona- 
virus in Beijing has height- 
ened concerns about out- 
breaks, although the capi- 
tal reported just one new 
case Wednesday. 
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Elsewhere in the country, 
around 20 million people 
are under some form of 
lockdown and mass testing 
has been ordered in entire 
cities where cases have 
been discovered. 

China has largely avoided 
major outbreaks with lock- 
downs, mass testing and 
travel restrictions, although 
it continues to fight surges 
in several cities, including 
the port of Tianjin, about an 
hour from Beijing. 
Restrictions were also tight- 
ened in the Henan prov- 
ince city of Anyang south 
of Beijing, where an ad- 
ditional 29 cases of local 
transmission were reported 
Wednesday, out of a na- 
tional total of 55. 

Games organizers have al- 
ready announced that no 
fans from outside the coun- 
try will be allowed. 

The Olympics begin Feb. 4, 
just days after the start of 
Lunar New Year celebra- 
tions. Athletes, officials, staff 
and journalists are required 
to enter an anti-pandemic 
bubble without outside 


contact and undergo daily 


testing. 
As an additional precau- 
tion, Beijing will require 


travelers to take nucleic 
acid tests within 72 hours 
of entering the city start- 
ing Jan. 22. Schools in Bei- 
jing have also closed early 
and moved classes online 
ahead of the winter holi- 
days. Along with corona- 
virus worries, the Games 
have been beset by politi- 
cal controversies, including 
a decision by the U.S. and 
its close allies not to send 
dignitaries in protest over 
China's treatment of its 
Muslim Uyghur minority and 
other human rights abuses. 
On Tuesday, athletes were 
urged by human rights ac- 
tivists to avoid criticizing 
China because they could 
be prosecuted. 

The International Olympic 
Committee has said ath- 
letes will have freedom of 
speech when speaking to 
journalists or posting on so- 
cial media. However, the 
Olympic Charter rule that 
prohibits political protests 
at medal ceremonies also 
requires "applicable public 
law" to be followed. 

The IOC has not responded 
to requests in recent days 
to clarify how Chinese law 
could apply at the Games. 


Asked about the free 
speech issues at the 
Olympics, Foreign  Minis- 


try spokesperson Zhao Li- 
jian said Wednesday that 
China understood the IOC 
banned athletes from po- 
litical protests. 

"| would like to reiterate 
that China welcomes ath- 
letes from all countries to 
participate in the Beijing 
Winter Olympic Games 
and will ensure their safety 
and convenience," Zhao 
told reporters at a daily 
briefing.) 


